
A V A L A N C H E
Alberta, R ocky M ountains, B ow  Peak, W est Face
Tw o clim bers w ere glissading dow n the west face of Bow Peak a t a heigh t of 2800 
m eters at 1800 h ou rs on 19 M arch 1977. T h e  sky was overcast and  the  tem p era ­
tu re  abou t — 15°C, and  the snow surface was o ld , settled snow over surface hoar. 
T hey  trigg ered  a h a rd  slab avalanche having a frac tu re  1.5 to  two m eters deep ; 
the resu lting  avalanche 300 m eters dow n a 35-degree slope over a w idth of 80 
m eters deposited  a m axim um  d ep th  of 4.5 m eters. O ne was caught in  the  ava­
lanche and  recovered  alive by his com panion  a t 1840 hours. T h e  com panion  left 
the  victim at the  site an d  w ent for help , which was no t reached  until 0715 h ou rs 
on  20 M arch. T h e  rescue party  re tu rn e d  to find the victim dead . (Source: U N ES­
CO R eport on D estructive Avalanches, 1977.)


