
RAPPEL FAILURE, INADEQUATE EQUIPMENT
California, Yosemite Valley
Paul W hippo (27) and D oug M eerd inkt (26) w ere d escending fro m  the top o f 
C rack C en ter R oute (Y D S I I ,  5 .6  o r 5 .7 ) at 6 p.m. on O cto b er 2. T h e y  had  been 
unable to find an existing rapp el an ch o r at the top o f the clim b. (It  is necessary to 
dow nclim b a fou rth  class co rn e r  about 120 feet to reach the nearest rapp el an
chor.) N ot w anting to leave behind  their own gear at the top as an an ch o r, they 
dow nclim bed th e  rou te about 4 0  feet to a fixed (already placed) w ired bashee 
and threaded  the rappel rop e throu gh  the eye loop o f the wire.

W hile W hippo stood u n rop ed  on a large foothold , M eerdinkt began rapp ell



ing. T h e  wire broke and M eerdinkt slid and bounced  about 4 5 0  feet to the 
ground , sustaining fractu res and lacerations. W hippo then  anchored  h im self as 
best he could and began shouting for help. His an ch o r was a # 2  stop per and a 
# 3  stop per individually con n ected . (T h is  anchor would be consid ered  inad e
quate by exp erien ced  clim bers.)

A cam p er in nearby U p p er Pines cam p grou nd  heard  the shouts and phoned 
Park D ispatch at 6 :1 5  p.m . R espond ing R an ger A ndress arrived at the scene at 
6 :3 5  p .m ., followed by R an gers R ohrback  and Patterson . R escue team s and gear 
w ere organized for a night rock rescue o f W hippo and the stabilization/scree 
evacuation o f M eerdinkt. W hippo later stated that he had noticed that the wire 
contained broken strands, but he had previously talked to som e o th er clim bers 
who said that they had successfully rappelled  from  that point. W hippo also stat
ed that he and M eerdinkt had both read the article (O ff B elay , August 1978) 
about the th ree  clim bers who had died in a fall from  El Capi tan because they had 
anchored  to a single point with no back up. (Sou rce : C. P atterson , Y osem ite N a
tional Park)

Analysis
T h is  accident was due to extrem ely  poor ju d g m en t. M eerd inkt and W hippo 
were on an established, w ell-known clim b, one which is described  in at least two 
popular guidebooks along with the rapp el rou te. T o  attem pt to rapp el on a sin
gle, fixed, old wired bashee is to tem pt the devil. It also was not necessary b e
cause, with a bit o f dow nclim bing, a safe rappel rou te  with solid anchors could 
have been  found. Even if the two could not have found  this, yelling for help 
would have been m uch better than to a ttem p t to rapp el the rou te  on  one single, 
shaky an ch o r point. It was only by a m iracle that M eerdinkt fell as far as he did 
and was not killed. (So u rce: T im  J . Setn icka, Y osem ite N ational Park)


