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FALLING ROCK, BAD WEATHER
British Columbia, Rocky Mountains, Mt. Bryce
H ector Allison (27) and N orm an Letnik (22) started  clim bing the 7,000-foot north  face 
of M t. Bryce on 1 August 1979. O n  the first day, they clim bed the first 4,000 feet and 
bivouacked near the start of the 50° ice face. O n  2 August, Allison was struck by a 
rock fall as he was belaying Letnik on a ridge and sustained a com pound fracture of 
an arm . They bivouacked on the ridge and  aw aited rescue. O n  4 August, they thought
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they were lost, and Letnik went for help. He traversed 600 feet of steep ice solo to 
leave the face.

O n  the sam e day, they were reported overdue by friends w ith whom they had m ade 
casual arrangem ents, and a helicopter search was started  on 5 August. Allison was 
sighted about noon, and Letnik was found struggling along the sum m it ridge in 
deteriorating w eather, and was picked up by helicopter. By tha t time, the m ountain 
was being hit periodically by storm s bringing snow and wind, thus m aking helicopter 
slinging impossible. In the early afternoon, a rescue team  was landed on a small 
hanging glacier on the face at the sam e height as Allison, but separated  from him by 
600 feet of 50-55° ice. C lair Israelson and  Cliff W hite led the horizontal traverse while 
the other wardens prepared  to rig for a horizontal recovery of the victim to the glacier. 
M idway through the rescue, ice broke from near the sum m it and swept through the 
rescue team , h itting  several m em bers with large chunks but causing no serious injuries. 
At 1700 hours, the party  reached the victims, and during a lull in the storm  all were 
slung directly off the ridge by helicopter. (Source: T .A uger)

Analysis
Rescue from the m ajor alpine faces of the Rockies is a difficult proposition. This party  
was lucky th a t the w eather broke enough to allow the rescuers to traverse the face to 
reach them  and for the helicopter to pick them  up. T he only other way to reach them  
would have been from the sum m it ridge 1,500 feet above, and this would not have 
been possible for several more days because of the weather.

T he party  had m ade casual arrangem ents w ith their friends regarding their return  
and were expecting rescue sooner. C lim bers undertaking such m ajor tours m ust realize 
the extent of the ir com m itm ent and be prepared for extended, forced bivouacs in case 
of trouble. (Source: T. Auger)


