
34 / ACCIDENTS IN NORTH AMERICAN MOUNTAINEERING

LOSS OF CONTROL—VOLUNTARY GLISSADE, FAULTY USE OF
CRAMPONS
Colorado, Longs Peak
W hile on patro l on O ctober 6, I was contacted  at the C hasm  M eadow  Shelter C abin  
by W illiam  B arber at 12:40 p.m . H e reported  tha t C harles O . Nesbit (31), a m em ber 
of their three-m an clim bing team , had fallen down the feature known as Lam bs Slide 
on the East Face of Longs Peak. According to B arber, the accident occurred about 
10:30 a.m . at which tim e the party  was tw o-thirds the way up Lam bs Slide. After
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N esb it’s fall, B arber descended quickly and reached Nesbit on the talus at the base of 
Lam bs Slide at 11:10 a.m. At tha t tim e Nesbit was still conscious but not coherent. 
Nesbit lost consciousness two m inutes later. Barber perform ed C P R  until 12:15 p.m. 
when, at the suggestion of Dr. Bert H onea (a Denver physician who had ju s t retreated 
from the Stettners Ledges route), he ceased his efforts. Barber then walked down past 
C hasm  Lake to the Shelter C abin  where I was contacted. I collected inform ation from 
Barber, then suggested tha t he continue down the trail to the Longs Peak Ranger 
Station. I arrived at the scene of the accident at 1:05 p.m. where I contacted Peter 
Bradley (the th ird  m em ber of the clim bing party) and H onea. A brief exam ination of 
Nesbit confirm ed tha t he showed no vital signs. He had expired quite som etim e before 
my arrival. A helicopter was called and N esb it’s body was flown to the Beaver M eadows 
H elipad. (Source: Chris Reveley, Rocky M ountain  N ational Park)

Analysis
It appears tha t the accident was a direct result of N esb it’s catching the front point of 
his cram pons on the hard  snow while in a face down, ice axe arrest position which 
caused him  to be flipped over backwards. O u t of control, he fell some 700 feet to the 
base of the snowfield. T he clim bing helm et he was wearing undoubtedly saved his 
head from massive traum a, although it did not prevent the basal skull fracture. 
(Source: L arry Van Slyke, Rocky M ountain  N ational Park)


