
FALL ON ICE, CLIMBING UNROPED 
New Hampshire, Mt. Washington
O n Jan u a ry  22, 1980, Jo h n  Zedick (25) was leading two friends, B rian K ring and Kim



Ankeny, up the Fan  to climb O dell’s G ully. T hey had stayed at the H arvard  Cabin the night 
before. T he Fan, norm ally full of snow, was extrem ely icy with rocks ju ttin g  out, m aking it a 
“ no fail” scene. A lthough K ring and Ankeny had asked about roping up, Zedick continued. 
H e was just going over the last little bulge when he fell and slid about 200 feet, bouncing off 
the sharp rocks as if in a pinball m achine. H e w asn’t tied into his tools. H e came to rest 
between two large boulders. H e rem em bered most of the fall and d idn’t lose consciousness. 
H is friends rushed down to help him.

H e received serious injuries but was moved successfully by the rescue team to Pinkham  
N otch and then transported  to the hospital. (Source: Rick W ilcox, M oun tain  Rescue Service 
Leader)

Analysis

T h e conditions were unusual for this time of year, as the rocks are norm ally covered with 
snow. Even the trail required  the use of cram pons because of the ice. Also, Zedick was not 
able to use any of his ice tools. (Source: Rick W ilcox, M ountain  Rescue Service Leader)


