
RAPPEL ANCHOR FAILURE, INADEQUATE EQUIPMENT 
Alberta, Rocky Mountains, Medicine Slabs
O n Ju ne  10, 1984, two climbers (24 and 28) left Jacques Lake picnic area in Jasper 
N ational Park at 0500 intending to traverse the ridge of M edicine Slabs to its high 
point and then to descend the north side of the ridge to Summit Lake. They had both 
climbed for four or five years, sometimes together.

The descent began in m id-afternoon with a series of rope rappels. They found it 
difficult to find solid rock for conventional rappel anchors, and placed bolts on at 
least two occasions. Around 1900 they began their fourth rappel. The first man 
completed the rappel, set an ice screw into steep snow and ice for self-protection, and 
clipped in. W hen the second clim ber was half-way down, his rappel anchor failed. He 
fell onto the lower climber, knocking him off his stance, and pulling out the ice screw. 
Both climbers tum bled down 250 meters. O n the way, they triggered an avalanche, 
but somehow did not become involved with the moving snow.

The clim ber whose rappel failed received head injuries, possibly a fractured cheek 
bone, and injuries to his left elbow, his ribs, and his left ankle. The other received 
bruises and scrapes and had lower back pain. Both men walked down the avalanche 
slope, but a t 1600 meters elevation, the less injured climber continued alone to the 
parking lot and drove to Jasper to report the accident. (Source: Jasper Park W arden 
Service)
Analysis
The prim ary cause of the accident was rappel anchor failure. Back-up anchors were 
not used. The equipm ent and clothing carried by the climbers were adequate. 
(Source: Jasper Park W arden Service)


