
FALL ON ROCK, PROTECTION PULLED OUT, NO HARD HAT 
California, Joshua Tree National Monument
O n A ugust 20, 1988, G ert Hirst (48), Jim  D ’Allura (32), and Kevin Springer (28) were 
clim bing on “T h e  Blob” rock form ation. They were attem pting a  new clim bing route 
ju s t r igh t o f the climb “Disco Sucks.”

D’Allura was leading the climb first. He got abou t six m eters off the g round  when 
he could n o t climb any higher. H e placed a #2 Friend in a crack and  was lowered to 
the g round  by his belayer, Springer. Hirst then decided tha t he would a ttem pt the 
lead. H e started the climb with Springer belaying him. O n a small ledge abou t three 
m eters off the ground, H irst was given about a m eter o f  slack so he could step over 
his rope. H e had the rope on the wrong side o f him , and while stepping over it, he 
lost his footing and fell. The #2 Friend tha t he was being belayed through  was pulled 
out. H irst fell to the ground, striking the back o f his head  on a  rock. H irst did n o t 
lose consciousness, b u t did no t rem em ber the fall. (Source: Kip Knapp, Ranger, 
Joshua T ree N ational M onum ent)


