
FALL ON ROCK, PROTECTION PULLED OUT 
Colorado, Rocky Mountain National Park
O n Ju n e  1, 1988, ab o u t 1400, du ring  a  technical clim bing patro l, two clim bing rang 
ers w ere a ttem p ting  a new ro u te  on  C heckerboard  Rock, a  small crag on  Lum py



Ridge. T h e  a rea  they w ere in was ju s t left o f a rou te  called B roken W ing. R anger #1 
h ad  spen t the  m orn ing  w orking on  the  first ten  m eters an d  a t th a t level he  p u t in the 
first bo lt (3 /8  inch  d iam eter x 1 1 /2  inch  shaft, Star-D ryven). H e then  low ered off the 
b o lt to res t an d  R anger #2 (22) decided  to go u p  and  w ork above the  h igh  poin t. H e 
passed th e  bo lt and  con tinued  approxim ately  an o th e r th ree  m eters w here he  p laced 
fo u r m ore  pieces o f  p ro tec tion , claim ing tha t each one individually was dubious, bu t 
th a t the  four com bined  should  be sufficient in supporting  his w eight while h e  drilled 
an o th e r bolt. H e w orked on the ho le  for approxim ately 20 m inutes, du ring  w hich the 
drill b it becam e repeatedly  stuck and  he would have to pu ll furiously on the b it to get 
it  o u t o f the hole. This certainly p u t fu rth er stress on the  pro tec tion  from  w hich he  
was hanging.

H e finished the drilling an d  was p reparing  to p u t in the  bo lt w hen suddenly the 
p ro tec tion  h e  was hang ing  from  pulled  and  he began falling. A t this p o in t the first 
b o lt was ju s t below h im  and  should  have arrested  his fall, b u t instead the  b o lt pu lled  
o u t w ithout even slowing him  down. A knifeblade also pu lled  an d  h e  th en  im pacted  
the  rocks and  con tinued  in to  a  nearby  chim ney w here a m arginal 3 1 /2  F riend  finally 
stopped  his fall.

As soon as h e  was able to speak (30 seconds to a m inu te ), he  com plained  o f pain 
in  his pelvis as well as num bness in his left leg. At this ju n c tu re , it was established th a t 
h e  was alert an d  o rien ted  times th ree. R anger #1 m oved to a  small ledge ju s t b en ea th  
the  victim an d  d irected  the low ering o f h im  onto  the  ledge. H e positioned  him  as 
com fortably as possible, p added  h im  and  ancho red  him . Assessm ent o f  the  victim 
con tinued  un til the rescue was com pleted . Radio con tac t was m ade w ithin two m in
utes after the fall to park  d ispatch  an d  he  con tinued  to relay m edical in fo rm ation  as 
well as receive inform ation  from  Paul M cLaughlin (Strike Team  L eader), who was 
en ro u te  du rin g  the assessm ent. Victim was stabilized, assessed, an d  vitals w ere taken 
th ree  tim es by the  tim e M cLaughlin arrived and  took over coord ination  o f the  rescue, 
w hich was com pleted  by 1930. T he victim suffered a fractured  pelvis an d  elbow. 
(Source: Rocky M ountation  N ational Park—various reports)


