
VARIOUS FALLS ON ROCK, MOSTLY NO OR INADEQUATE PROTECTION
New York, Shawangunks
In 1989, there were 19 climbing accidents. They can be divided into three categories: 
(1) solo climbers or boulderers, who use no rope; (2) lead climbers; and (3) those 
climbers being seconded. The great majority o f climbing accidents involve lead 
climbers. O f these, seven leaders fell, and either pulled protection o r had  placed none, 
and hit either the ground or a ledge. Six accidents involved a leader falling a m oderate 
distance, six meters o r less, with protection holding yet an injury resulting.

Perhaps the m ost interesting category o f injuries is those that happened  to climbers 
com ing second. Seconding is usually considered to be relatively safe, so injuries here 
are notable. All three injuries in this category occurred for d ifferent reasons: a loose 
rock, a shoulder prone to dislocation being stressed, and a clim ber com ing second 
whose rope appears to have jam m ed and he was no t aware until he fell; and  then there 
was ju s t too much slack in his rope and he fell two or three meters. (Source: M ohonk 
Preserve)


