
STRANDED, WEATHER, ROUTE FINDING PROBLEM
Colorado, Rocky Mountain National Park, Longs Peak
On September 15, Jim Mauch (33) and Cathy Casey (34) set out to climb Kiener’s 
Route on Longs Peak. Climbing conditions were somewhat icy and the party was 
slowed down. They spent the evening of September 16 without their bivouac equip­
ment at the base o f a 5.6 dihedral about 150 vertical meters below the summit of 
Longs Peak. A winter-type storm ensued over the next two days and they were unable 
to climb out. Rangers Jim Phillips and Ken Unitt climbed Kiener’s Route on Septem­
ber 18 during a massive search effort. They assisted Mauch and Casey to the summit, 
where they were flown away in an Army Chinook helicopter with the climbing search 
teams. (Source: Rocky Mountain National Park Rangers)

Analysis
Mauch was an experienced mountaineer who led rock to 5.8. Longs Peak would be his 
54th and final Colorado fourteen thousander to achieve. Casey was relatively a begin­
ner. They became stranded due to the poor weather and poor route finding. There is a 
4th class exit to the right of the 5.6 dihedral which is the standard finish for Kiener’s 
Route. To the credit of their survival skills, they certainly did survive two nights out in 
nasty weather with minimal equipment. It should be mentioned that winter-type 
storms commonly begin in September at Rocky Mountain National Park, and aspirant 
climbers should be equipped and experienced to deal with such.

Because this was Mauch’s 54th fourteen thousander, there was some over-zealous- 
ness involved. The climbers had even packed a bottle of champagne for the summit 
celebration. (Source: Rocky Mountain National Park Rangers)


