
BELAY ANCHOR FAILU R E-KN O T CAME UNDONE, FALL ON ROCK
Wyoming, Grand Teton National Park, Mount Owen
On the evening of September 3, a cell phone call reported an Exum client with 
a sprained anlde on the West Ledges of Mount Owen. Tanya Bradby of Se
attle, WA, was on a guided climb of the Grand Traverse. After spending the 
night of September 2 on the east ridge of Mount Owen, they went to the 
summit and started descending the West Ledges. About three hundred feet 
below the crest of the south ridge, they came to a steep step of ten or more 
feet. The guide decided to lower the client down this step. Earlier, the guide 
had threaded an anchor with a sling. After using the thread, she didn’t retie the 
knot on the sling. For the lowering, she took the sling she had threaded before, 
tied a knot to join its ends, and slung a boulder. She clipped a locking carabiner 
into the sling and used a Munter hitch. As Bradby weighted the rope, the sling 
failed because the knot came undone. Bradby got her foot stuck in a crack 
during her fall, and her ankle was sprained as a result. Bradby hit a ledge below 
the step, and the guide was able to hang onto the 8-mm rope with her burned 
hands, which kept Bradby from tumbling down the seventy-degree face. 
Analysis
This is a sobering incident. An experienced guide tied a knot that failed when 
it was weighted. This reaffirms the basic rule that one has to check and recheck 
all knots and anchors before a life is trusted to them. This incident should get 
the attention of all, including experienced climbers. (Source: Dan Burgette, 
SAR Ranger, Grand Teton National Park)
(Editor's Note: As Peter Lev, one of Exum Guides owners pointed out, “...these things 
have happened to just about every climber at one time or another, but what really mat
ters is that the guide SAVED THE DAY by hand holding a small-diameter rope. No 
small feat. It is the ‘save’ that separates out the climbers/guides with ‘the right stuff,""''")


