
FALL ON ROCK, FALLING ROCK– CLIMBER STANDING ON LARGE ROCK 
WHEN IT CAME LOOSE, CLIMBING UNROPED
Colorado, Little Bear, Northwest Face
On July 2 about 10:00 a.m., an experienced climber died from a fall taken 
from the upper headwall (just below the Blanca-Little Bear ridge) of the 
Northwest Face route on Little Bear. The party he was in was not roped 
at the time. He tried to move on a large rock that appeared to be solid. It 
came off on top of him. The initial fall was about 20 feet, but he continued 
to tumble down for about 300-400 feet. He died during the fall/tumble 
from multiple head contusions (though he was wearing a Petzl Ecrin Rock 
helmet), severe internal injuries, and severely broken extremities (includ­
ing neck).

The rescue-turned-recovery operation began almost immediately due 
to radio communications available in the area. His partners reached him 
about 20 minutes before assistance arrived. A nurse and an experienced SAR 
member concurred that he was deceased.



The recovery operation began immediately. The body was lowered 700- 
800 feet to the scree field below the lower headwall where the county SAR 
team took over from the climbers. Sleet and rain hampered the operation, 
in particular over the waterfall in the gully north of the “Black Hand.” The 
body was then driven out by one of the SAR team members. The operation 
was wrapped up at about 10:00 p.m. His partners were uninjured. (Source: 
From a report by Theo Barker, SAR member who happened to be nearby. 
His wife is the nurse mentioned)


