
FALL ON ROCK, INADEQUATE BELAY, ROPE PULLS THROUGH BELAY 
DEVICE, NO HELMET
North Carolina, Looking Glass Rock
On March 23 around 1:50 p.m., a male climber (26) fell approximately 
45 feet on the South Face of Looking Glass Rock. He had led Good 
Intentions (5.6) and traversed right to a set of rappel bolts over the 
climb Left Up, where he anchored to the bolts with the intent of being 
lowered. On his descent he was swinging over to remove gear.

At some point, the belayer stated that the rope end passed through the 
belay device and the climber fell to the ground. The climber suffered 
head and other injuries to the chest. EM S services were contacted and 
the patient was airlifted to Mission Hospital in Asheville, N C.
Analysis
The rope was tied to the climber and there was no apparent failure at the 
anchor point. There were still four pieces of gear in the rock that the rope 
was going through. The end of the rope on the belay side was approximately 
25 feet in the air. The climber was wearing a helmet. The length of rope was 
unknown. The belay end of the rope did not have a back up knot. Typically 
a 60-meter rope will not be long enough to complete this maneuver.
Please remember to close the system while climbing. Either tie a back up 
knot on the end of the rope or tie in the belayer. This is measure can help 
prevent incidents. Also, please wear helmets while climbing. (Source: Patrick 
Weaver -  Appalachian Mountain Institute)


